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REF: A) ASUNCION 3213 B) ASUNCION 3336 

1. FOR THE U.S. EMBASSY IN ASUNCION, THE GOVERNMENT'S THREATS AND 
INSULTS OP JULY HAVE GIVEN WAY TO SMILES AND BONHOMIE IN AUGUST. 
DURING THE THREE DAYS SUROUNDING PROESIDENT STROESSNER'S AUGUST 15 
INAUGURATION, HIGH GOP OFPICIALS HAVE BEEN ALMOST EMBARRASSINGLY 
PRIENDLY. THE PUBLIC SEAL OP APPROVAL WAS APPLIED AUGUST 14 AT 

A CHINESE EMBASSY RECEPTION POR THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 
OP TAIWAN WHO LED ITS SPECIAL DELEGATION TO THE INAUGURATION. PRES- 
IDENT STROESSNER MADE A POINT OP REQUESTING THAT THE AMBASSADOR 
COME OVER TO TALK WITH HIM ON TWO OCCASIONS WHILE HE WAS SURROUNDED 
BY HIS USUAL RETINUE OP CABINET MINISTERS, GENERALS AND CIVILIAN 
AIDES. THE TWO DISCUSSED NOTHING OP SUBSTANCE BUT THE SYMBOLISM HERE, 
WHERE THE PRESIDENT'S PAVOR COUNTS POR EVERYTHING, WAS NOT LOST ON 
THE BYSTANDERS. 

2. THE TONE HAS ALSO CHANGED ON OUTSTANDING ISSUES. 
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PREVIOUSLY VAGUE ASSURANCES THAT THE CASES OP THE PEW 
REMAINING POLITICAL PRISONERS WOULD BE SETTLED "SOON" HAVE 
NOW BECOME DEFINITE STATEMENTS THAT PRISONERS NOT ENGAGED 
IN THE CURRENT HUNGER STRIKE WILL BE RELEASED. ONE WHO 
IS EATING HAS BEEN LET GO BUT THE OTHERS CONTINUE TO PAST 
AT EMBOSCADA PRISON. OTHER SIGNS OF CHANGE: WE ALSO 
HAVE WORD PROM VERY GOOD SOURCES THAT PRESIDENTIAL ADVISER 
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PAPPALARDO AND CENTRAL BANK PRESIDENT ACOSTA INVITED THE 
AMBASSADOR THE THE FIVE-HOUR MEETING ON AUGUST 4 (REFTEL)(A) 

AT THE EXPRESS DIRECTION OF PRESIDENT STROESSNER; AT THE LAST 
MOMENT AUGUST 17, PAPPALARDO ASKED THE AMBASSADOR TO CANCEL 
HIS WEEKEND FISHING TRIP BECASUE THE PRESIDENT WANTED THE 
WHITES TO JOIN HIM IN HIS BOX AT THE INAUGURATION OE THE 
UNIVERSITY GAMES AT THE NATIONAL STADIUM ON SATURDAY; 
PAPPALARDO OFFERED THE PRESIDENTIAL PLANE TO TAKE THE PARTY 
ON THE EISHING TRIP NEXT WEEK INSTEAD; THE STUDIED RESPONSE 
TO QUESTIONS REGARDING AN lAHRC VISIT OF SLOUGHING THEM OFF 
WITH VAGUE ASSURACNES THAT IT WOULD BE TAKEN CARE OF 
"SOON" OR AT THE "APPROPRIATE TIME" ALSO DISAPPEARED WITH 
INAUGURATION DAY; A NUMBER OF SENIOR OEFICIALS OF THE PALACE, 
FOREIGN OFFICE AND INTERIOR MINISTRY NOW TALK AS IF THE VISIT 
IS AN ACCOMPLISHED FACT, ALTHOUGH TIMING IS SAID TO BE ANYWHERE 
FROM "WITHIN A MONTH" TO "BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR". HERE 
WE SHOULD NOTE THE SIZEABLE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AND AGREEMENT 
IN PRINCIPLE TO ACCEPT A VISIT, (ALREADY GIVEN), THE SETTING 
OF A DATE EOR THE VISIT TO BEGIN (NOT YET), AND THE ACTUAL 
ARRIVAL OE THE lAHRC COMMISSIONERS IN ASUNCION (HARD TO 
PREDICT GIVEN THE GOP'S TRACK RECORD TO DATE). 

3. WE NOW KNOW WHAT THE GOP WANTS IN RETURN; A HIGH-LEVEL 
U.S. VISIT TO PARAGUAY. WHEN PRESIDENTIAL ADVISER PAPPALARDO 
TOLD THE AMBASSADOR THAT THE ISSUE OE THE lAHRC VISIT WAS FINALLY 
SETTLED, HE SAID THE GOP WANTED A HIGH-LEVEL U.S. VISIT AS 
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EVIDENCE OF GOOD BILATERAL RELATIONS. THE AMBASSADOR TOLD 
PAPPALARDO THAT, IF AND WHEN THE GROUNDWORK HAD BEEN LAID, 

THE EMBASSY WOULD DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITIES OF A HIGH-LEVEL VISIT. 

4. EVENTS OF THE PAST TWO MONTHS STRENGTHEN OUR BELIEE THAT 

WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO HOLD TO A FIRM LINE AND MAKE NO GOODWILL 
GESTURE TO THE GOP UNTIL THE QUEATION OF AN lAHRC VISIT IS 
COMPLETELY SETTLED. WE BELIEVE EVERYTHING POINTS TOWARD A 
SUCCESSFUL RESOLUTION OF ALL THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES WHICH 
HAVE ADVERSELY AFFECTED OUR BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. WHY? 
BECAUSE THE GOP IS FINALLY CONVINCED THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
IS COMMITTED TO ITS HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY AND THE GOP NEEDS GOOD 
RELATIONS WITH THE USG TO OFFSET ITS SMOTHERING CLOSENESS TO 
BRAZIL AND ARGENTINA. ONCE THE lAHRC VISIT OBSTACLE IS OVER- 
COME WE BELIEVE THE USG SHOULD EIND WAYS TO DEMONSTRATE 
ENCOURAGEMENT AND APPROVAL FOR THE ADVANCES MADE BY THE 
GOP IN HUMAN RIGHTS OVER THE LAST YEAR. 

WHITE 
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